As Australia entérs the decade of the 90’s ™
we find ourselves as a mation struggling
to maintain onr eqmllhnmn in a repltlljr_
ehangmg world, = v

iThere is no ‘doubt ﬂuetralla hae lust its

. relatively.

It is also. clear that other countries,
particularly many of our Asian nerghbeure
havé a booming and immensely competitive
industrial and commercial sgciety. From
a  layman’s point .of  view something  is

policy and planning that has allowed this
nation to become extremely vulnerable in an

increasingly. complex, eempetmve end feet

| ehangmg world.

Itre clearthé ime has come, m eenerdereuen
of our high unemplu}'ment hlgh mrereeee:'

debf;, f

integrity.

‘Sussly the. greatost piblic. healti peuueenf;f;
- ‘that exists in Auisiralia tndajr can'be séenin:the -

high. standéird of living. and:has -
become-incieasingly debt burdened both to
overseas creditors and w1thm Auetrehe ltee]f o

alling living standards;, rising prices and. -
| .deereeemg productivity; “for” the Auvstralian - -

‘people to decide that in the -futire:we must:
. elect pehtrelene of eempetenee, J.rreren em:l‘{:

Dr Charles Perkms epemng eddrees ‘at Australia’s Frret

: Internetienel Indigenous and Economic Conferencein 1993 in A]ree
Sprmgs as part of the. International Year of the World’s Indigenous

- Peeplee is a fascinating insight inito how. this leader of Australia’s First
- Peoples believed Indigenous Australians could advanceand ; grew.

: Hle address was at a time when Paul Keating was Prime Minister of
_Australia and Dr Perkin’s address l:ughlrghts that despite everything,

“and more than 20 years later, nothing much has changed. However,

his seven steps to addressing the mequellty

suffered by First Nations

Peoples remain as relevant today as they did then. The challenge is

.conduct of a number of our pehtielene “past: - [;

- anid present of all parties. The;,r take up needed " |

| ”speee “This is the pollution’that is the -most. [}

sidius. and. ulhme?tel}? fetel tu enj,r eerelety-:j;f.:f

.'_?ef peeple ',

| The re.en}r r_:eer quaht}r pehtlerene eperetm
1n meny of our perhemente 1§ d disgtace: The -
‘irony is that'we, the Abengmel peeple veted.j-_;-_f:

for them.

ﬁhengmei peeple ].ﬂce everyene else m-'. ::.

Auetrehe ‘have felt the negative outcoines of

the economic scandals that have affected and
still affects tiost States in the' Comnionwealth . -,

in recent years. Subsequently:stich économic
activity must have reverberations throughout
the. world, not only with our trading partaers
“and our eernpeﬂtere, but else with the nations
‘at large. :

(] muet be. d:fﬁeu]t fnr them and as it.is

wrth s to understand the -often unsavoury

activities of some our banks, Izlere'.m::uuel_‘,r of '-:

high reputation, -and our. many once high

flying extravagant entrepreneure Surely our . P
intefnational reputation . has been demeged X

for generations to come.’ 'Sad to say. they are
all whites. In this context is Mebe eueh a

calamity as some euggeet
What bewilders me, as an Abengmel is

how -people who have power, education, .
authority and collective responsibility, could *

do this to our young and dyneme nation.

=

They are destroying our future — for heﬂ:e

blacks and whites.
In all of this economic. tlu:mell it remains

patently clear that: the Aboriginal people
of this country are. seeking remedies for the

solution of our problems from governments,
politicians and bureancrats who cannot even
manage their own reepenerbﬂmee even with

| the best of facilities, education, financial and

© personnel services.

§  From an Aboriginal view. pemt our mistake

over the years has been to look towards the
white people in positions of influence, to solve
our problems. This has been our fuedereentel
error. Recent history tells us what we should
have known over 200 years ago. It is amazing
to me, that we, the Aboriginal people, have
not yet absorbed this fundamental fact. The
point is that white people in respousible
positions are no better than us, in fact worse,
considering  educational heekgreund at

managing or solving difficult mdividual or

conunupity problems.

In regard to Aboriginal groups in Australia
it is clear that since the early 1980s Aboriginal
organisations have become preoccupied with
following apendas established by others.

For example, the economic agenda has
been established by the Federal and State
governments, while the political agenda has
been set by the media and other sectional
interests. In the case of the bureaucracy, it is
obvious that where once Aboriginal groups
were able to display a self-interest separate
from the mainstream Australian society, today

- where are the Flret Netmne leaders.to fulluw in Dr Perkms feetstepe'? -

~ drastically .wrong with current. economic. .

. peopl
i1 awake to the opportinity and not be blinded
~|. . largely by.employment suIﬂ\Fal eCONOMmiIcs.

e rerlueed et e.er_q,r tune b}r H.n}" gevermnent We

must therefore consider several options.

Irnpertentl}r Ahoriginal people should be
aware of this false economy which forms the

- basis of Abengmel affairs in this country. The
" economic- lifeline 1% . maintained only at the

discretion. of politicians and .a fickle public.
We must therefore develop and consolidate a
viable economy for cur various commuuities
and crganisations that will sustain us into the
future.

We must create ehert and long term

economic strategies now and thus create amore
independent and secure base for ourselves and
. our ehrldren The reality is that Aboriginal

people ‘under ut:lltee, to put it kindly, their

| - cuitent economic and personnel esources.

The Dtﬂﬂtlﬂl for economic viability for our
i§" available now if only we could

My ‘miin point on. this rinciple is that
Abengmel people must now begin‘to recreate

1 the: economic  base that will provide -the
a _epnngheerrl for our.very survival. We have
...no real -asset nwnerel‘up or: financial control
- in:the investment context. Assets now held by
gOvernments; ;State of Federal'and government

=K “bodies” siuch . as -the - ‘Land Cotincils, in the

& Northem Territory, ATSIC, CDC aid othess

BRE] . - this means Jand; huﬂdmge businesses, cash

il and pastoral'properties must be transferred to
N focal’ Aborigindl ownership. freehold, This is

*- real empowenment and real self determination
: :{;-fer both-communities and mdmdeele

- An eeeenuel elemeet ini-all of this financial

e rearrangement is the peyehelegy and public
~ "perceéption,not for rgetting the practice, of
- removing Aboti
- contextof “welfare”. The anntal appropriation
. of over one billion'dollars throigh the Federal
- -Government should bepiaced under the direct
- -¢ontrol of Aboniginal
- body, (e:g. ATSIC); woiild have no connection
whatsoever with the government.

effe:u's fundmg out of the

people but obviously this

Such -an arrangement can. be concluded

B between Aboriginal people. and-the Auvstralian
3. - Government, in the context of a Treaty, that

will provide for a. “snnset clause” and of
course’ democratic elections and appropriate
accountability for funds expenditure.

A further pemt revehree around the need

4 i '-fn;[ a national pmg[mn that allows for the
PN cmployment for all’ Abengmee of working

Dr Eherles Perkins ... A vielen fer Flrst Netlens Peeple His: seven pemt plen In 1993 is astrue
today as it was then but who is going to follow in. his footsteps?

their social consciousness has been totally
absorbed by the government and as such, by
ge?erement-i:reeeee'ee.

In that sense, it ‘seems that we Abosiginat-

people have lost both our identity and.our
purposé and have contributed to our ‘own
alienation and dependency. -

This is due, in part, to the pursuit of survival
economic goals. In addition, the blame iz
pe.rtl}r contained ‘within'the role monopolised
by government {conSciously or otherwise)
which determines the political processes
which purgé the - political and democratic
aggression from those organisations and
individuaals threugh which it most achieves its
goals.

Likewise, the silence from many: Abengmel
organisations and individuals, most able to
protest on a broad range of issues, shows
clearly their dependency on government
monies for their survival. The later effect of
such a coercive process is that, Aboriginal
affairs policies, are not PI'CIIJEI'].}' debated,

- and, as such impossible to articulate, We are a .

captive peoples as never hefere in our history.

.government bodies. We
moved away from the annual dependent and -

A clear expression in the negatwe of . this
point is the lack of a national repiésentative
independent organisation for our people.

Considering the previous scenario let me
now suggest some strategies for considerition

which may assist to create a template for our’

future the health}r Australia.

The ke:,r elements ate all interconnected in a
total mosaic of Aboriginal affairs underpinned
on the one hHand with our culture: and on the
other with Aherrgmel affairs economics.

1. The first is the Aherlgmel economy
epeclﬁeelljr and ‘what we can do to remove

the concept. and  percéption of “welfare”

irom Aboriginal affairs.

1:3!ﬂze.lf1|::|11el:,F in the generel welfare services
area this is not entiely possible and nor
shonld it be.

In almost all areas of Aboriginal activity
we are funded by the government, or quasi-
have scarcely
Our

bumiliating welfare budget precess.

‘economy is in Teality a felee economy. This

arrangement can be terminated or drestree.lly

age, providing they are physically capable.

" . Aboriginal peeple should be given the
* opportunity to undergo televant and proper
.training, 'where requrred to -allow them to
- ~Dhtdin ‘such teasonable employment that may
. ‘exist. Most Australians would be surprised to
© realise Abengmal peeple numbermg some
' 18,000 in.:over-136 communities actually
' ‘work for the dole. Aboriginal people are not

lazy, have never resisted. work opportunities

::end have ‘always been- fully cognisant of the

benefits proper employment brings to health,
happiness and general well-being of their own
family and their cornmunity.

It is clear. such an initiative would reduce
alcobolism and it detrimental effects
drastically. This 1s preventeﬂve health, not
curative. There is a positive comrelation as we
all know between jobs and dignity, self respect
and confidence.

2. My second major snpgestion toward
our survival as Ahenginee, is culbural
renaissance. .

To survive as a nation within Australia we
must ré-establish our Aberiginal Cultural base
threugheut Australia, Aboriginal Culture s
the raison d’étre for our existence.

It was our anchor in the past. It should be our

anchor in the future. It provides the purpose
and the passion. It shonld be our uniting force. -

We need our Culture to bring us together once
again as.a people. Today we are divided and
disorganised. -

There has never been 50 much bitterness
between Aboriginal people as there 1s today.
We fight like hungry black dogs over a

dmumshmg budgetary bone thrown io us by
our white and black manipulators.

To this end of establishing our cnltural base

— -_—ﬂ
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nationally I would suggest traditional and
urban Aboriginal people should engage in
organised cultural/social exchange programs.
This means Aboriginal jueuple. from the cities
and towns should spend time living out bush
with traditional groups to leam their law,
dance, customns and songs.

The reverse, should of course apply. We can
thus build up our cultural base nationally to
give us confidence and greater credibility. For
example, we should begin to learn our own, or
other Ahoriginal languages and further ensure
such languages are taught as an accredited
course in schools and tertiary institutions.

In addition, Aboriginal dance and music
should be part of the peneral education
curriculum throughout the nation in primary
and secondary schoois.

3. We must “free up”, for want of a
better word, oor numerous Aboriginal
organisations,

There are nearly 2000 operating in Australia
today in a variety of areas. We should realise,
as indicated previously, that many Aboriginal
ofganisations have become so institutionalised
they are just part of the oppressing system and
as such resistant to change.

They have become in fact an end in
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they stay the same - Dr Charles
true today as his words did then

themselves and not as originally intended, a ¥ . 2

means to another end, this being the well-being

and economic independence of Aboriginal i

people. To put it blontly, some of the
organisations live for themselves alone. They
have not evolved with timie. They no longer
serve the basic needs of the Aboriginal people
to the degree that warrants their existence.

Reference made to multiculturalisim in
Australia is institutionalised and resistant to
change.

Clearly Aboriginal organisations in the
1960’s and 1970’s and early 1980°s were
established to help Aboriginal people
overcome disadvantages in identified areas of
concem.

It should be said that many have basically
performed creditably over the years and
served the Aboriginal people and Australia
well. However, the last 10 ‘fe.ars have seen 2
withering away of effort and commitment,

Many, including some leaders, have lost
their commitment, purpose and the “fire” in
their organisational belly. They have become
areas of employment per se and ultimately
conservative and somewhat reactive — once
again survival economics.

What we desperately need is for the passion
and commitment for the course of our people
in the 60s, 703 and early 80s to be re-ignited.
Clearly not all Aboriginal organisations or
individuals are at fault, or sections of the
media, unions and governments. However,

there is no doubt the scenario condemans us all.

We must go back to the basics and the grass
roots, we must build up at the local level
and then move to the state and then national.
Perhaps a revamped, reorganised, streamlined
ATSIC may be our salvation. Once again the
quality of peaple is the key element,

4, The future is ours to create. Today is
our tomorrow

Fourthly as we are all aware this is The
International Year of the World’s Indigenous
Pzoples which was launched in December,
1992 in New York at the United Nations. ltis a
significant beginning to this decade of the 90s.
The time is night, the scene is set, our people
are ready and willing. This is or could be the
decade for the renaissance of the Indigenous
people in this country we now call Australia.
History is a guide but still 2 memory.

The future is ours to create. Today 1s our
tomorrow, All societies have it seem to have
one or two opportunities to fulfit their dreams
and ours has arrived. We are on the threshold
of our great national dream. The just, the good,
the compassionate, the prosperous society.

The catalyst t¢ move our people collectively
towards this greater future has been granted to
us the High Court in the recent Mabo decision.
It could not come at a more opportune time, It

—_——

iz our once n a lifetime chance to recreate the
society that we-all desire.

As the Prime Minister stated in Sydney in
December 1992, “We need these practical
building blocks of change.

The Mabo judgement should be seen as
one of these. By doing away with the bizarmre
conceit that this continent had no owners prior
ta settlement of Europeans, Mabo establishes a
fundamental truth and lays the basis for justice.

Mabo is an historic decision — we can make
it an historic turning point, the basis of a new
relationship between Indigenous and non-
Aboriginal Ausiralians. The message should
be there is nothing to fear or to lose in the
recognition of historical truth, of the extension
of social justice, or the deepening of Australian
social democracy to include Indigenous
Australians”.

Within this context the Federal Government
must pursue, as they promised some years ago,
the concept of a treaty.

This government must keep its promise to
enter into a Treaty with the Indigenous people,
particularly in this United Nations Year of the
Indigenous People. This would demonstrate to
the world that Australians, both Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal, can exist in cultural harmony
and celebrate our common humanity.

History must not be a cross we should
carTy as a nation, into the future. Qur children
must inherit a society better than the one we
inherited. A Treaty is not so much a matter
of dollars and cents, it is more spiritual and
symbolic. It can be a catalyst which binds us
together as a nation, respecting our past but
building for the future.

Australians must never forget that Australia
was Aboriginal land and still is Aboriginal
land. A Treaty is the appropriate mechanism for
such negotiations, Naturally, such a Treaty can
be one of the basic principles for discussions
and conclusion witg the framework of the
recent and further Mabo High Court decision.

As is public knowledge, on June 3, 1992,
the High Court made the great leap forwatd in
recognising that Australia and the Torres Strait
Islands were not empty “terra Nullius” before
the British invasion of 1788 but were peopled
by hundreds of Aboriginal nations, each with a
distinct, rich and complex Culture. The Mabo
decision thus takes recognition of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander culture at its starting

The famous Freedom Rides ... Dr Charles Perkins, highly respected Elder, Lyall Muriro Senfor and ma

and lat the world know about It

point and establishes thdt Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples have rights which have
their source in traditional customary law rather
than the British common law imposed on us
in 1788, |

In this respect, the decision is empowering,
as Aboriginal people are not starting with
nothing and waiting for rights to be handed
out piecemeal at the political him of the
government of the day.

The Mabo decision represents an
opportunity for some measuze of justice to
be gained for Ahuri%mal Peoples who are the
most dispossessed of Indigenous peoples of all
former British colonies, who are the most jailed
race in the world and who have suffered and
continue to suffer cultural genocide. However,
Mabo is very limited in its “context”. It only
addresses the narrow concept of Native Title
and thus is defined in traditional areas.

It is also important to recognise the
limitations of the case. Firstly, Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Sovereignly is
a demand by Aboriginal people that the
courts and Parliament of Australia recognise
and acknowledge that the *acquisition”
of sovereigaty by the British in 1788 was
illegal under English law at the time and also
international law.

And that the acquiring of the land was by
dispossession, genocide, ethnocide and it was
consequently untawful, illegal and immoral.
Plus the demand that the government of
Australia as the inheritors of the British Crown,
compensate Aboriginal people for the loss and
the damage done to our land and our Cultuee.

It is not a demand upon Australian
individuals to surrender their land but rather a
demand for recognition and compensation by
the commuuaity as a whole. Sovereignty was not
argued by the plaintiffs in Mabo and therefore
Commonwealth and State governments,
according to the decision, have ultimate power
to extinguish Native Title at will, subject to the
Racial Discrimination Act 1975 (Cth).

Given these limitations, the hysteria and
scare mongering currently seen in the media is
put into perspective. Australians will not lose
their homes and backyards. One of the most
basic principles of Mabo is that once a State
Government granis frechold title to a third
party (i.¢. a person or company) and Native
Title to that area is automatically extinguished.
In lay language, once any person buys a bit of
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land, Native Title is completely wiped out.

You can see that far from Australia being on
the brink of a black coup d’état, Native Title is
actually quite limited and vulnerable,

The question then arises, where do we
go from here? The notion of Native Title
coinciding with other interests in land points
us toward the answer.

Mabo is about working together, about
balance and recognition of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Culture as a source
of strength and wisdom from which all
Australians can learn.

Mabo isalso about self-determination, giving
Aboriginal and Torres Strait [slander peoples
the space and resources to enjoy our Culture,
work out our own solutions and control our
own lives. The imposition of successive waves
of government policy has not solved anything
for us but only created more problems.

Some of the most difficult aspecis of post-
Mabo relations will stem from competing land
use in the form of resource development and
Native Title. I do not believe that Aboriginal
and TSI peoples are anti-development, if it is
done in a way which respects them.

The history of conflict between mining
companies and Aboriginal people has largely
resulted form the formers deceit, lack of proper
consultation and negotiation, marginalisation
of Aboriginal people from benefits flowing
from projects undertaken on their land and
disrespect for the wishes of Aboriginal people,
for example; in relation to the protection of
sacred sites.

Today, Aboriginal people must be equal
partners at the negotiating table, we must
have our say and govemmenis and resource
developers must listen and work out with us
proper solations to these vexed problems in a
fair, reasoned and balanced way.

[ believe that Mabo gives Australia the
opportunity to matire as a nation. Just as
there is no ecomomy without snvironment,
development must include justice and human
rights.

I am not supposing & utopian dream where in
all parties are completely happy and negotiate
the perfect solution but a way ahead toward
fair and just solutions which all parties can live
with and which do not sacrifice the interest of
one over the other.

Continved page 18




8 Professor
§ Aboriginal Corporation’s Robert and Selena

g describe
§ compound social ills and devastate lives.

In recent times the hard-line approach of

| Western Australia’s housing eviction three
4 sirikes rule, mandatory seatencing, along
8 with mining billionaire, Andrew Forrest’s

propositions that welfare paymenis be

} banned to school “dropouts” bave been

heavily criticised by rights advocates and

| community members,

Advocates such as Marlanne Mackay,
Len Collard, Dumbartung

Eggington, Chair of the Narrunga Nation,
Tauto Sansbury and Westem Australian
Parliamentarian, Kija Elder, Josie Farrer
how these hard-line measures

But Noongar Elder, Dr Robert Isaacs and

| Kimberley Elder and Western Australia’s

Indigenous Person of the Year, Ian Trust

¥ believe otherwise — they believe in a “tough
d love™ approach,

Dr Isaacs, is the former chairman and
administrator of the long gone Aboriginal
Housing Board.

He argues there fias to be a level of
responsibility among individuals and families

g that must be met.

But he does conceds there must be more

8 done to support families and guide them

before any prospect of eviction becomes tihe
probable owtcome,

Dr Isazcs saicdd he was concerned for those

‘B children who finish up homeless because of
jl evictions.

Ms Mackay said so he should. “Thousands

l of our peaple are evicted at rates that others
N aren’t, People shouldn’t be evicted period and

we should be doing everything we can for one
another, not giving wp,” Ms Mackay said.

In 2011, there were 519 evictions of
Aboriginal families in Western Australia.

¥ That’s the highest rate in the nation.

The 519 evictions were double the rest

¥ of all remaining evictions but First Nations
8 Peaples make up only less than 3 per cent of

the State population but are more than 70 per
cent of evictions,

The 519 evictions are from the State's three-
strike policy evictions but the Department of
Housing has not released details on how many
other Aboriginal families have also been

8 evicted after one or bwo alleged breaches.

The 519 evictions translate to more than
2000 children evicted, many in their first year
of life.

Ms Mackay said she does not understand
why whole families are being victimised. She

l said if there were any issues to be addressed

they should be contained on a person by
person basis.

“It is like the Intervention in the Northem
Territory where accusations were made, now
proven unfounded, in certain communities
but the Government launched a whole of
Territory Intervention on the basis of those
false claims,” she said. “It is the same with

the Swan Valley Nyungah Community-in .

Perth. Accusations against one person sawe
the State Government evict all the residents.

“Most of them now homeless and some of

d them have died on the street. We are sick to
| death of the discrimination.”
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| By National Indigenous Times
| reporter Gerry Georgatos

Under the three-strikes policy, intradiced
in Western Ausiralia in May 2011, tenants can
be evicted after three offences in 12 months,
which includes “offences” such as excessive
noise.

Western Awvstralia has the highest
homelessnessrate inthe nation and yet Western
Australia is the wealthiest jurisdiction in the
natton. More than half of Western Australia’s
homelessness is First Nations Peoples.

Last year; Ms Josie Farrer criticised the

Department of Housing for frying to evict an
86 year old Kimberley woman over a water

bill dispute. Ms Farrer remedied this one in
favour of the lady.

“Department of Housing are harsh far too
oiten and need to understand they cannot
just make judgments. This is about people’s
lives,” Ms Farrer said.

In State Parliament last  week,
Parliamentarian, Peter Tinley satd the three-
strikes policy was uged without compassion
and without any substantive positive recourse.

But Housing Minister, Bill Marmion
champions the three-strikes policy and claims

it is working. He points to a recerit decrease in

second and third strikes as compared to 2011
and when compared to first strikes.

In 2012, the Depariment of Housing issued
041 first strikes, 328 second strikes and 127
third strikes under the policy.

Dr Isaacs mns a scheme helping First
Nations People into their own homes and he
wottld like to see more First Nations People
in private ownership but most of the people
he has assisted were not previously in State

Housing.

He said in his own Hme working with
the Department of Housing he saw far too
many properties in rundown and deplorable
condition. Dr Isaacs has recommended
education programs to assist ienants how best
to look after their homes and manage their
mohnies. :

He said more Aboriginal staff should be
working within the Depanment of Housing
and it should be they who visit Aboriginal
families, not non-Aboriginal workers.

But Department of Housing State General
Manager, Steve Parry did not agree with Dr
[saacs. Mr Parry said the Department had
education programs and early intervention
is provided. He said the Department does do
everything it can.

In recent times families numbering 15, 14,
12, 11 and 9 have been evicted. Most of these
families had a number of children under the
age of 10 years of age.

Australia has a shameful record regarding
homelessness. The record is worse when
considering children. At this time there are
more than 18,000 homeless children who
are under the age of 12 years. To the nonth of
the State, and WA's Indigenous Person of the
Year, lan Trust of Wunan Foundation fame
said radical action was needed to significantly
reduce disadvantage, He spoke along the lines
of ensuring all children receive an education
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Mixed views on WA’s hard-line eviction policy|

reduce disadvantage.

by attending school at all times.

Mr Trust wants government support for a
welfare reform program he hopes to inifiate
in the East Kimberley.

“We have to do something we have not
done in the past 40 years,” Mr Trust said.

He emphasised the Closing the Gap policies
were not bridging the divide in life expectancy
and employment. He wants the Wunan
Foundation, which he Chairs, to be supported
in trialing a program in Halls Creek where a
panel of community leaders would “reward”
or “penalise” residents based on whether they
meet certain responsibilities such as school
attendance rates for their children and the
regular payment of their rents.

Ms Mackay said we must be wary of more
punitive measures.

“They only compound problems. Families
may not have enough money to go around and
that is why people fall behind in rent,” she
said. “School attendance should be achieved
by working with families and not with treating
them like Pavlov’s dog."

Ms Farrer said incentives c¢an assist but
punitive actions only add to the problems.

“There are many families who can’t cope
with cost of living, everything is going up and
where a family is on a Centrelink payment,
well, they are already behind the line,

“How do you think a father feels when he
cannot afford to pay for everything his fanuly
needs, can’t pay for what his children need to
keep up, can’t put all the food on the table?

“This is why we have breakdowns and

suicides, so let us step back and understand |
the context before coming in with the broom.”

Mr Trust believes if his program, Living
Change, is successful in Halls Creeks it could |
be rolled out in other remote communities.

At this time, the Federal Government §
has rolled out its compulsory student |
participation requirement and has engaged |
Student Attendance Officers (all of them
First Nations People and mostly locals) to |
40 schools, predominately remote schools,
across the nation. '

Andrew Fomrest and Professor Marcia |
Langton have delivered an interim report
to the Office of the Prime Minister calling |
for welfare payments to be prohibited to
teenagers who “dropout” out of school if they
do not engage with a trade or training activity. B

Mr Trust believes the community panel §
should be a statutory body so it is not §
undermined. '

“We do not make any bones about this. It |
will be tough love,” he said. '

Western Australia has among the lowest
school attendance rates in the natioa for its
First Nation children. Seven per cent of the
Kimberley is homeless and 90 per cent of that
homelessness are First Nations People. -

The 25 to 29 years age bracket of First
Nations males commit suicide at 10 times the
overall national rate. They are the nation’s
most vulnerable group to suicide We need
to work with people, stand a alongside each §
other. It is not as simple as sweeping away 2 |
crisis or a snite of issues.

Dr Charles Perkins’ vision remains as true today as it was then
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Most important of all, in the Federal Constitution it is
necessary that there be a recognition of Sovercignty as by that
recognition and resulting compensation so that Aboriginal
people can regain our dignity and be treated as equal partaers in
any future development of our land.

5. A major element which would allow us to move away
from the dependency situation, is free education for all
Ahoriginal people at all levels.

This would give us the basis for true self-determination. This
free education would be from preschool, though to the tertiary
level. As I have previously indicated, in other places, the current
education and training policies of the Federal Government are
not effective. The costs are too high and the results very poor.
We must have flowing through the universities and the schools,
edocated and competent Aboriginal people, young and old.
Men and women who can lead us.

We need asticulate, intelligent community based leaders, This
is not entirely the case at the moment.

At least 3000 Aboriginal graduates per year will dramatically
change the face of Aboriginal affairs within five years. It will
cost more in the short term but less in the long term. The
cost benefit to the Australian economy over 10 years will be
Enormous.

Education at an appropriate level can provide our people
with the confidence, the competence and ability to compete
with white Australians on an equal basis. We can eyeball other
Australians with dignity and respect. We can create our own
options in whatever sphere of activity we 3o wish.

6. My sixth point is that there is an urgent need to establish
an effective, independent, non-government sponsored
national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island organisation.

~This organisation should be funded by the Aboriginal people
and others through voluntary subscription with a charter to
express strongly the political, social and cultural opinions of
Aboriginal people, free of any government or other sectional
influence.

This i no adverse reflection on ATSIC. ATSIC is govemment,
this is not. The both bodies can complement each other, At
present there is no national organisation since the demise of
FCAATSI in the 1970s. It should, obviously, be democratically
elected and thus accountable to the Aboriginal people.

It has been clear for some time that Aboriginal people in
Australia have no focal point of reference for independent
opinion on our issues. Qur opinions are largely reflected to
the nation by our need for economic survival in the workplace
as funded by government or by churches, sectional interests,
unions, media or a nervous general public.

There is no doubt we need a national independent body as
never hefore in our history.

However, critical to the establishment of this independent
political voice for Aboriginal people must come the realisation
that we now in Australia operate within the framework of a
dynamic multicultural society.

We, Aboriginal people, must now cultivate vigorously the
understanding and support of the many ethnic groups in this
country, We cannot stand alone. Their support is vital and a
natural development.

7. My seventh point is Health, Sport and Recreation,

Despite the world wide recession the majority of Australian
people live in relative affluence. This cannot be said of the
Aborigines living in Australia whose life expectancy still
remains comparable with that of countries like India, Papua
New Guinea and Ghana.

Itis this indicator more than any other that clearly summarises
the extent of Aboriginal health disadvantages.

Finally unless the approaches to Aboriginal health are
broadened to include greater attention to the health problems
of adults and are matched by broad ranging strategies aimed at
redressing Aboriginal social and economic disadvantages, it is
likely that overall mortality will remain high.
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