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From the Mayor

Welcome to the beginning of another financial year which has seen
Council adopt its budget for 2010/2011 with a number of projects
being either completed or about to start. More detail about that is in
the newsletter and | would encourage you all to read on and find
out how Council is working to improve living conditions that we are
responsible for.
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I would also like to extend congratulations to our community
services staff, in particular Youth Development Officer, George
McCormick, for winning the 2010 National Youth Engagement
Award for Local Government i more in the article below. Council
recognizes the importance of developing and supporting the young
people in this Shire which is reflected in the budget allocations and
the great work done by Council
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| would like to extend our best wishes and an enormous vote of thanks to our recently
retired General Manager, Mr Ray Kent who ended his employment with us at the end of

June. Rayods contribution to the devel opmen{ colnkiMaeting bateddamw| a
be underestimated and we all wish him an enjoyable retirement. New Bus Shelters 10
Council Auction 10

His replacement, Mr Don Ramsland, will commence duties on 2 August 2010. Don has Water Restriction Notice 10

previously been General Manager at Tenterfield, Cobar, Wellington and in Queensland, so What o s On 11
comes with extensive experience in the position. We welcome his appointment and look \éo(;JrUCrc])uCnci:llli)rs@ < A d_liTl .
forward to working with him. Precinct Committees 12

Ratepayers Association 12

2010 National Local Government Award for Youth
Engagement

The National Awards for Local Government recognise,
reward and promote the innovative work of Local
Governments across Australia, showcasing unique local
solutions to common problems. The category of Youth
Engagement recognises Councils which help young people
actively participate in their community.

Council 6s Yout h E n g demenstratedt S
participation in action by highlighting five current Council
initiatives; Youth Centres, Youth Council, Teen Libraries

Program, Stories on the Floor and School to Work Program. The Awards recognise Council 6
better understanding between young people and Local
The three key areas of the strategy involve diversion, Government, coordinating responsive and community
participation and development. The three youth focused activities and creating a sense of community
centres and four vacation care centres across the Shire  amongst young people.
provide an opportunity for young people to engage in
diversionary activities and enable them to create a space of  Building capacity through participation has resulted in
their own. The Teen Library and Stories from the Floor young people making significant decisions about issues
initiatives involve promoting the use of Libraries and that affect them, and their fellow young people, and
accessibility to reading materials, utilizing alternative  developing strategies to address these issues.
learning methods and tools of engagement.
Being recognised at a National level outlines the strategic
The school to work program offers young people the and innovative approach Council adopts to youth and
opportunity to engage in paid work following a training and  community development. The strategyds

introductory process assisting young people to gain much
needed experience and exposure to employment and
workplace expectations.

underpinned with a commitment by Council to the value of
our young people, and the belief that all young people have
the ability to reach their full potential.



Youth Council Members successful 2010 Youth Parlia

In February this year, Walgett Shire Youth Council members Brent Richards, from
Walgett, and Danielle Rennie from Lightning Ridge (both 16 years old), were
successful in their applications to participate in the 2010 NSW Youth Parliament
Program. Our two Shire Youth Council members are the first participants to be
accepted from our Barwon/ Parkes electorate in the seven years the program has
been running. The Walgett Shire Council and its Youth Development team supported
these two representatives as they undertook a two stage program which included
camps in Sydney between March and July 2010.

NSW Youth Parliament provides a way and opportunity for young people to put
across their ideas about issues that concern them. Essentially it is a place where the
opinions and concerns of all young people in NSW are heard by those who have the
power to make laws.

This year 90 participants from through
role involves joining a committee of interest and working on a topic of concern. Brent
joined the Sport and Recreation Committee and Danielle joined Youth Affairs. Bill
topics are deliberated and discussed for the three month period amongst committee
members before the final bills are presented to the Ministers and Members of NSW

Parliament. All the bills that were passed at Youth Parliament are then passed on to
the NSW Premier and the Leader of the Opposition for review.

was Awarded fi Be s t Government

this |Iife changing exp
the trip AAfter one of
out in front of everyone and said that | have wh
through the programo.

Both Brent and Danielle believe that the Youth

ment Program

The outstanding input and commitment displayed by Brent and Danielle was
acknowledged during the Youth Parliament closing ceremony. At this ceremony Brent

Speakero from the

erienceo. Brent

I would like to say a very big thank

Brent expressed his excitement at receiv
recognised in this way is an honour, and it makes me feel so proud of everything |
have achieved. This is a life changing experience.
you to the Walgett Shire Council and Youth Development Team for the opportunity of

we

our Parliamentary

at it takes to make it into Parliament,

that | was the most passionate, amazing and Best speaker they have ever seen go

Parliament experience has increased

their confidence and sense of power to affect change. Walgett Shire Council is very
proud to have these two young people as members of our outstanding Youth Council.

Youth Options - Walgett New RAS Foundation Rural

The Youth Options - Walgett (YOW) project will shortly Scholarships
commence in Walgett. This project will aim to connect young

people in Walgett to healthy recreational activities. This The RAS Foundation

available

has launched a new series of rural

innovative project will invol gkolarships! bffup t¥ $5,0802dash, tee dsdst Sebpledwhofi i n

placeo with young peopildprbet we geépassidfate Aot Fukal issiies B pursue their dreams of
higher education, in turn creating a strong and vibrant

The workers will also be involved in facilitating sporting community for the future.

activities on weekends. YOW will offer employment
opportunities for local people, while providing pathways and
opportunities for young people to engage in leadership

; L2 Award for Rural
development through alternate leisure activities. ard fo ura

encourages students

Weekend sporting activities have been a recurring theme in
community consultations, with structured and accessible

Also open for applications is the third annual J B Fairfax

Journalism. The $10,000 Award
to pursue a career in rural journalism

and tell the stories of Australian agriculture.

activities identified as an important aspect of developing Itis easy to apply. See the website for details:
healthy young people. www.rasf.org.au/whatwedo/scholarship.html

Engaging with youth, on the streets, and encouraging their Contact Antonia Ruffell or Nicole Day on 02 9704 1234 or

participation in healthy activities aims to develop young foundation@rasf.org.au with any questions.

people to their full potential.

Applications close on
This project is possible due to funding from the Department of provided for the 2011
Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous
Affairs (FHCSIA).

30 September 2010. Funding will be
academic year.


http://www.rasf.org.au/whatwedo/scholarship.html
mailto:foundation@rasf.org.au

Library Happenings

Over 4,200 Patrons have visited the Shire Libraries over
the past few months with an increase of 87 memberships.

After school programs for 6 to 16 year olds have included
literacy games, computer knowledge, art, craft, sewing,
makeup instructions and cooking. A significant increase in
participation by this age group has been experienced in the
past quarter.

For the younger children, visits from pre-schools and
playgroups continue to be a regular activity. A new
program, Babies and Books, for 0 to 5 year olds has been
running for three months, Thursday mornings in Walgett
and Friday mornings in Lightning Ridge.

Adul t Book Club is reviewi
meets last Friday of the month at 1pm. Please join us.

On 26 August 2010, 9am to 4pm, Walgett Library in
partnership with Tafe Mobile Library will be running a
community promotions day to encourage education and
reading. Join us for morning tea.

Partnership Funding Projects

Walgett Shire Council have joined with the Department of
Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous
Affairs (FaHCSIA) to develop three new projects for
Walgett and Collarenebri. Works will commence shortly on
shade shelters for Collarenebri Skate Park and Walgett
Basketball Court. The basketball court will be situated in
the area where the Walgett Skate Park is located and will
provide a recreational area for youth, and the young at
heart. In addition, funds have been made available for the
purchase of youth resources such as recreational,
educational and sporting equipment.

Council have also gained a Positive Ageing grant from
Department of Ageing and Disability. The Art Across the
Ages project will involve older people in creating a piece of
artwork that reflects community life. The project will involve
a variety of textiles and will run over a period of months.
During the project older people will share their creative
skills with younger people.

In addition, Council have been successful with Proceeds of
Crime funding, which will enable the employment of a
community development officer to work with  the
Collarenebri community for a period of 15 months.

While the Community Development Team strives to attract
funding for Council it also assists other organisations to
build capacity in this area. For example, the Community
Development Team were instrumental in project
development, and a subsequent funding application, that
has been successful for Bar
The Strong Women project has received funding from
NSW Department of Premier & Cabinet to engage a
domestic violence community worker to be situated at
Collarenebri.

The total of these projects represent approximately
$415,000.00. Funding partnerships of this nature assist
Council to maximise our services to the community.

Special Notice

The Walgett Library is now open on a Monday afternoon
and Saturday morning 10.00 am till 1.00pm, bringing
Library services to the community six days per week.

Come along and see what the libraries have to offer, you
might be surprised!

Walgett Opening Hours

Monday 10.00am to 1.00pm Thursday 9.00pm t012.00noon
Tuesday 10.00am to 1.00pm 1.00pm to 5.00pm

2.00pm to 5.00pm Friday 1.00pm to 5.00pm
Wednesday 1.00pm to 5.00pm Saturday 10.00am to 1.00pm

Rural Infrastructure Update

Round t wo of t he Feder al

n glnfrastrugtere grejects argy undeywaym withr theefellowing d

projects in various stages of development.

o Walgett - Apex Park upgrade of facilities

e Collarenebri - Upgrade of tennis court area

e Carindai Refurbishment of tennis courts

Lightning Ridge i Motor cross track construction
Cumborah Park T Installation of shade structure
Rowena i Upgrade of electrical to Rowena Hall

Come by Chance i Repair of roof and doors to Come
by Chance Hall

e Burren Junction - Installation of playground

This edition highlights the Burren Junction and Apex Park
projects.

A new park for Burren Junction i Consultation has taken
place with the Burren Junction Precinct Committee and,
importantly, the children of Burren Junction. Community
Development staff visited the Burren Junction Primary
School and gathered views from the young residents who
will be using the new park. Children were asked to select
equipment preferences and express their views on
playground necessities. Their views were collated and
feature highly in the final playground design.

Presschool
themes expressed by parents,
Plan consultations, is the desire for a playground especially
suited to under 5 year olds. This will soon become a
reality with the Apex Par k
playground will be installed.

Community Development staff consulted with parents of O-
Syear olds regarding their views on an age appropriate
playground.  Overwhelmingly, parents expressed that
rubber softfall, fencing and seating were important aspects
of the space. Not to overlook the users of the playground,
consultation was also undertaken with pre-school children.

w cChildrénowterte sagked toAselece thedr playRaldicasgfom a

number of enlarged photographs. Previous consultation
with pre-school children tells us that this age group enjoys
the opportunity to explore and discover natural play
spaces. All of this information has been used to create the
final playground design.

Expressions of interest were advertised for the two
playgrounds and construction will begin in the very near
future.

chi |l dr e ni@se optheaeguyringp u n



NAIDOC Week Celebrations 2010

The t heme for t his year 6s
Unsung Heroes, Our Culture,
Wal gett Shire Council 0s

Trindall, along with the NAIDOC Committee, co-ordinated
a huge community wide project which led to a full week of
celebration! Many organisations and individuals donated
their time, energy and funds to make sure that 2010
NAIDOC week in Walgett was one to be proud of.

The celebrations began with breakfast, bright and early on
Monday morning, hosted by Walgett Shire Council. This
was followed by a flag raising and official NAIDOC week
opening on the lawn outside the Walgett Shire Council
buil ding. St Josephoés s
words for the welcome to country in the local Gamilaroi
language, a wonderful demonstration of the pride taken by
local students in learning their traditional lingo.

The Aboriginal Flag was raised with pride, and guest
speakers included our Mayor, lan Woodcock, Principals
from local schools and Walgett Police. The first of the
celebration cakes was enjoyed by all' For those with lots of
energy, there was touch football at the oval with Reconnect
Youth Services.

On Tuesday, WAMS had their own special day of
celebration. There was also an art exhibition opening at
the Community Centre, supported by Outback Arts and
Walgett Shire Council.

Wednesday and Thursday the schools took turns with a full
program of events. The NAIDOC march was planned for
Friday, but Mother Nature had different ideas, bringing
some rain! The planned Barbecue, hosted by Walgett
menos group, and featuring
relocated to the schools, along with more celebration cake.

The final day began with an exhibition of artefacts by the
Dharriwaa Elders Group and concluded with the NAIDOC
Black Tie Ball. The organising committee transformed the
RSL hall, which was brought alive by 210 guests, many of
whom dressed in the theme colours of Red, Black and
Yellow. There was live music, dining and dancing plus
prizes for the best dressed.

The organising committee worked very hard to provide so
many opportunities to honour Aboriginal culture throughout
NAIDOC week. Many thanks to everyone who contributed,
and participated in this week of celebration.

RSPCA Community Animal
Welfare Scheme

RSPCA community Animal Welfare Scheme offering
desexing at a discount to pension & low income earners,
has changed dates and will now be:

13-14" September

Lightning Ridge:
16-17" September

Walgett:
With the 15" being wherever we get the most bookings.
For more information please call Walgett Vet Clinic

6828 1090 or Lightning Ridge on Tuesday and Thursdays
6829 2199

Cultural Touring Program

lLebrati o L Wa s AHonowur i n
e jncrease in oppQrtupities tqQ experience a diverse ran
anpd ac t h.eT. 0.~ .
of performances by professional artists has been made
Shiyrge
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to venues in Walgett Shire so that local residents can
experience something different, without the need to travel
long distances.

Our first concerts were in Lightning Ridge and Walgett in
April with  Kristina Olsen, a powerful singer songwriter and
instrumentalist from California. Her expressive voice,
original lyrics and entertaining stories left people laughing
and wishing for more. There was also the unique

C
y

opportunity articipate ip. an, underground. singing

t U R with kflinb A thdikolid Ghbrber 318 Bikok ¢ 1
Hand.
More laughter was heading our way with hilarious

performances by Austral
comedian Sean Choolburra. In June, he had us all
laughing with his hilarious shows in Walgett and Lightning
Ridge. There was also the chance for local students from
Collaranebri and Walgett to showcase their dance and
singing skills. Sean says he has plans to return to Walgett
Shire in the future.

In October, a different cultural experience will be here, with
a visit by Kai Fech, an African Drumming and Dance group
from Senegal, sharing their traditional music and dance
and culture. They will perform at Walgett RSL on Friday
October 8", and at Lightning Ridge Bowling Club on
Saturday October 9. Thanks to a partnership program
with Outback Arts NSW, there will also be the opportunity
for young people to participate in workshops at
(S:ollarenebrit WalggttI apdI L(i)gp]trzliiqg Rictii?e Yoyth Centers

pluos r<J:11neopen Jvo?kshop for all, prior to eOL?g tiing Ii%%e
concert.

Future events are planned so take the opportunity to join in
this great program of events. For more information, please
contact a member of Wal get t
Development team on (02) 6828 1399.

Kristina Olsen (with guitar) and Lightning Ridge Workshop participants

i abds



