Mohamed calls for political
unity on 10 year funding deal

Australias peak  Aboriginal  health
body has glven its sapport 1o the Federal
Liovermmen s T ywar Funding commoamil reenl
aibd enlbed om thie Federal Opposition to get
bohind ithe plin (0 make & real dliferonee
1 &lviwiginial ilkadvantage.

Justim Miokaiwmed, Chair of the Maticnal
.q_h}]'jgm.ri Commumity Controlierl Health
Uirgamssabisn [NACCHD) beleves s neal
difference can come nbout when Abarciginal
nreanisabions are chasing thesr Lmls moone,
pw i furce yoar lueding cveles.

“Mosi Pederal Oovemmenis can change
within theed b sen years, s whal g 10 yenr
fandiog cycle will definitcly do B give the
cumcity for our AMSs (Abonginal Medical
Scavicead i be alde & |||j|| mal ol i
consumed A much 25 we have been in the
past with busicully fimpers cnsased as in who
1 The mE AT i !'ll"ll"rl- M Mol el

“lem years will goee w8 lansia plallorm
io be sble to oy this i what we want to do
in ey wears, this is what we wani 0 do in
five years, this is whal we wanl o do is seves
yEar.

“That s & place that we haven't had in the
pust, security of ponmmniesd fonding.™

Bul with the electoral primpects of the
cument  Fodersd  Coverimenl  leokiig
ncreaxingly Meak and the Fedeml Cppaosition
Indigemons Affnins spokesman. Scnator Migel
Scullion so e rebusin g i commil uny feire
Cioalition gonee vment io the plan, the 10 year
fundimg commitment remains (noenEin

Harwever, Mr Mishamel said he hoped he
coild rely oo the be-partisan nasre af the
Chrse the Ciap datermenis of intent by ol
the political pamics to cnsare the 00 year
wiHmimbTE| femiins eves Il There wis |
change of govermmcat

=1 wou 1k o back o the smtement of intznt
wWheth was signed by bioth Lhe Uppasition
and fhe povemment of the diy, whon Kevin
Budsl wag Prime Minider and most of those
statements of vtent bave allse bocn signed off
hy the gowermment sl oppsison ) 8 Siile
mnd Terrisory lowvel as well,” Mr Mohamed
witnd.

“When you lall abwest Closing the Gap,

il has hees continuslly ernphsised il yom
will o chme e EAj wlhan o IEin al

I3y Mafions] Indigenoas Times
reporter Geolt Bagnall

grvernmest of if n povernment is forfunstc
enumigh i kave lwa levmns, even m Uhal penod
It pecds & poncratson.,” he dasd. “Sa wietve gol
i ] Thinkimg aBaud || peneriium

'“TL"_I yuarn in el ® j-:l.'m.:'ral-il._M. haal TEF
vears is a big step towards thinkisg ougssde
B sigisire wnil aEyEE wWE ve il G REve
sustainable repowecs o sddieas the cresia thal
wit nyve 'in."l."\:-nt:innl health.™

Mr Miskzmeil beleves the givwemment,
whuclever pany 1had b, oy give Abasigissl
Yuretralin more Fhan plagitudes

= we weand B e brees anad € Close 1he Clapin
pespect of Aboriginal health people have goi
Lin I'l|.u||_v pul (Aesir ey where Lhelr monilh
B and the best mvestimed for this g the
opmmumity contmolled bealth sector,™ he said

“For Abonginal organisalnns anoumd the
country 1 comcd down [0 o YOIy SCrious
poiind o racn melalde in b cointry, do we
st Aboriginal people aind organisstions o
TRHREEE GoVEmen | ey The wry we s
nan-Aboriginal crpanisstions or & these a
lent maci=m o work™

I kmrw Tromn Lhe Aborigimal commuanity
comrolled Bealth secior, we are muongiased
aid e scoiwniainlay levels arg plicsid n
thie: AMSs are highes than the scoountabilicy
thal i placed @ other primary healthcare

oviders, oguivaleol  dipanisstions.” M

daymec] wrid.

bl 1+ .ﬂp-‘:-]iq;j- Bas been given, there bas
beem & ¢ of promises and symbollsm aisd
CulediEE Y whach the Ausirallan v EET el
has dome over the last four vears now and
Uwme Alsirgs ane gresl amd yon eeed o haee
ihose things, but what fows on fron et s
even rmore impuatand sl ihere neexds o e
mas.

“We tnlk nhout parnership, the question is.
i e rise psstrernlig o da Ly sbill e x e
‘horigmal peaple, Ahoniginal organisations
b0 come ¢ ap-Lo-lesed | o do they wand genume
purmnerahip whene we re st aroursd & lable
cqually planning, desipming aml sdvising?"
he sid

Justin Mohamed _ you will ot clase the gap within one term of government.
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